Position Statement:  Live Animals in Academic Classrooms

The School District of Escambia County, Florida
The District requires strict adherence to all Florida Statutes.  In the newest version of School Code, 1003.47 (Chapter 1003, Section 47) continues to require that 

(h) live animals on the premises of public and private elementary, middle, and high schools shall be housed and cared for in a humane and safe manner.  Animals shall not remain on the premises of any school during periods when such school is not in session, unless adequate care is provided for such animals.  (http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes)  

In keeping with this Statute, The District position includes the following guidelines:
1.  The school district recognizes the educational benefits derived from utilizing animals, such as insects, and aquatic life in the classroom.  To that extent, live animals will be permitted on campus subject to the following restrictions:
a) Live animals must have direct relevance to the objectives of the science or agricultural program.  

b) The principal shall approve all animals that are brought to school for instructional purposes.

c) Prior to introducing animals, the teacher shall be certain that 

1. students and school personnel are not allergic to their presence;

2. animals will present no danger (pathogens, toxins, or other physical harm) to students, or other school district personnel;

3. students are instructed in the proper care and sanitary handling of the animal;

4. sanitary and humane conditions can be maintained.

d) After handling animals, careful hand washing must be reinforced.
2.  Assistive animals necessary for student mobility and function that are pre-approved by the principal shall be allowed.
The Science Department has the following reference available for check-out:  

Hairston, R. (Ed.). (1990). The Responsible Use of Animals in Biology Classrooms Including Alternatives to Dissection. Reston, VA: National Association of Biology Teachers.
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